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Univer- sity Press, 2017), 54–62. Human sacrifice: Yannis Sakel-
larakis and Efi Sapouna-Sakellarakis, Archanes: Minoan Crete in a 
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vols., ed. Colin Renfrew and Paul Bahn (Cambridge: Cambridge Uni-
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the Ancient Aegean (London: Thames & Hudson, 1983) and W. L. 
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7.	 See ‘Palace of Nestor Excavations, Pylos, Greece, Featuring the Grave 

of the Griffin Warrior’, http://www.griffinwarrior.org.
8.	 Pia de Fidio, ‘Mycenaean History’, in A Companion to Linear B: 

Mycenaean Greek Texts and their World [hereafter: CLB], 3 vols., 
ed. Yves Duhoux and Anna Morpurgo-Davies (Louvain-la-Neuve, 
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Aegean Bronze Age, 186–208; Adams, Cultural Identity, 225–227.
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Aegean Bronze Age, 165–185 (see 170).
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15.	Yannis Galanakis, Efi Tsitsa, and Ute Günkel-Maschek, ‘The Power 
of Images: Re-examining the Wall Paintings from the Throne Room 
at Knossos’, Annual of the British School at Athens 112 (2017): 47–98; 
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IIIB Crete’, American Journal of Archaeology 108 (2004): 321–348; 
Lesley Fit- ton, Minoans (London: British Museum, 2002), 189–191. 
Minoan cus- toms: Adams, Cultural Identity, 219–221; Younger and 
Rehak, ‘Minoan Culture’, 170–173.

15.	Laura Preston, ‘Late Minoan II to IIIB Crete’, in Shelmerdine, Aegean 
Bronze Age, 310–326; de Fidio, ‘Mycenaean History’, 90.

16.	J. Driessen, ‘Chronology of the Linear B Texts’, CLB 1.69–79 (see 
71–72, 76); J. Bennet, ‘The Geography of the Mycenaean King- doms’, 
CLB 2.137–168 (see 150). See also Ester Salgarella, Aegean Lin- ear 
Script(s): Rethinking the Relationship Between Linear A and Linear 
B (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2020).

17.	John Bennet, ‘Linear B and Homer’, CLB 3.187–233 (see 203).
18.	Driessen, ‘Chronology’, 77; C. Shelmerdine, ‘Iklaina Tablet IK X1’,  

in  Pierre  Carlier,  Études  mycéniennes  2010  (Pisa:  Fabrizio  Serra, 
2012), 75–77.

20.	Shelmerdine, ‘Background’, 13.
21.	Crowley, ‘Mycenaean Art’, 259; Stefan Hiller, ‘Mycenaean Reli- gion 

and Cult’, CLB 2.169–211 (see 180 for lyre players at Thebes); Ben- 
net, ‘Linear B’, 216–219.

22.	Younger and Rehak, ‘Minoan Culture’, 169–170, 181, 183n11; Scho-
field, Mycenaeans, 89, 151, 168–169; Crowley, ‘Mycenaean Art’, 280.

23.	Paul Halstead and John Barrett, eds., Food, Cuisine and Society in 
Prehistoric Greece (Oxford: Oxbow, 2004); Barbara Olsen, Women 
in Mycenaean Greece: The Linear B Tablets from Pylos and Knossos 
(London: Routledge, 2014).

24.	Schofield, Mycenaeans, 78–79 (quoted); see also Sigrid Deger- 
Jalkotzy, ‘Decline, Destruction, Aftermath’, in Shelmerdine, Aegean 
Bronze Age, 387–414 (see 388–389); Oliver Dickinson, The Aegean 
from Bronze Age to Iron Age (London: Routledge, 2006), 36, 42.
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omy and Administration’, in Shelmerdine, Aegean Bronze Age, 289–
309 (see 298–303). Defences at Pylos: Deger-Jalkotzy, ‘Decline’, 388, 
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Old Ques- tions, New Answers’, Actes des journées d’archéologie et de 
philologie my- céniennes 54 (2010): 51–72 (on fortifications, see 54).

25.	John Bennet, ‘Palaces and Their Regions: Geographical Analysis of 
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67– 68, 101–122; Joachim Latacz, Troy and Homer: Towards a So-
lution of an Old Mystery (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2004), 
121–128.

27.	E. Cline and S. Stannish, ‘Sailing the Great Green Sea? Amen- hotep 
III’s “Aegean List” from Kom el-Hetan, Once More’, Journal of An-
cient Egyptian Interconnections 3, no. 2 (2011): 6–16; Latacz, Troy, 
128–133; de Fidio, ‘Mycenaean History’, 96–98; Bennet, ‘Geography’, 
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29.	For the first possibility, see Jorrit Kelder, The Kingdom of Myce- nae 
(Bethesda, MD: CDL Press, 2010). For the ‘confederacy’ alternative, 
first proposed by Christopher Mee, see Beckman et al., Ahhiyawa 
Texts, 4–6. For a range of views, see Jorrit Kelder and Willemijn Waal, 
eds., From ‘Lugal.gal’ to ‘Wanax’: Kingship and Political Organisation 
in the Late Bronze Age Aegean (Leiden: Sidestone, 2019).

30.	Beckman et al., Ahhiyawa Texts, 269–270.
31.	Beckman et al., Ahhiyawa Texts, 270–271, for text see 81, 95 (‘In- 

dictment of Madduwatta’); Kelder, Kingdom, 23–25.
32.	Schofield, Mycenaeans, 102–115; Christopher Mee, ‘Mycenaean 
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34.	Mee, ‘Mycenaean Greece’, 371–372; Latacz, Troy, 105–110, 118, 301.
35.	Beckman et al., Ahhiyawa Texts, 269–270.
36.	Thebes: Duhoux, ‘Mycenaean Anthology’, 381–389. Pylos: Sha- ron 

R. Stocker and Jack L. Davis, ‘Animal Sacrifice, Archives, and Feast- 
ing at the Palace of Nestor’, Hesperia: The Journal of the American 
School of Classical Studies at Athens 73, no. 2 (2004): 179–195; Paul 
Halstead and Valassia Isaakidou, ‘Faunal Evidence for Feasting: 
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Burnt Offerings from the Palace of Nestor at Pylos’, in Halstead and 
Barrett, Food, 136–154. For alternative readings of the evidence, sug-
gesting anxiety and prepara- tion at Pylos, see Schofield, Mycenaeans, 
143, 172–174; Deger-Jalkotzy, ‘Decline’, 389; Duhoux, ‘Mycenaean 
Anthology’, 335.

37.	Colin Renfrew, ‘Systems Collapse as Social Transformation: Ca- tas-
trophe and Anastrophe in Early State Societies’, in Transformations: 
Mathematical Approaches to Culture Change, ed. Colin Renfrew and 
Kenneth Cooke (New York: Academic Press, 1979), 481–506; Joseph 
Tainter, The Collapse of Complex Societies (Cambridge: Cambridge 
Uni- versity Press, 1988).

38. Tainter, Collapse, 193, see also 4–5, 92, 110, 118–123.
39. Tainter, Collapse, 199–203.
40.	See, most fully, Eric Cline, 1177 B.C.: The Year Civilization Col- lapsed 

(Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2014).
41.	The fullest ancient source is Plutarch, ‘Life of Theseus’ (written c. 

100 CE). For modern reinterpretations of Minoan civilisation and 
related myths, see Nicoletta Momigliano and Alexandre Farnoux, 
eds., Cretomania: Modern Desires for the Minoan Past (Abingdon: 
Routledge, 2017); Nicoletta Momigliano, In Search of the Labyrinth: 
The Cultural Legacy of Minoan Crete (London: Bloomsbury, 2020).

42.	Duhoux, ‘Mycenaean Anthology’, 262.
43.	Momigliano, In Search, 190–196.
44.	Sigmund Freud, The Interpretation of Dreams, trans. J. Strachey, 

Penguin Freud Library, vol. 4 (London: Penguin, 1991), 362–366.
45.	See, for example, Natalie Haynes, Pandora’s Jar: Women in the Greek 

Myths (London: Picador, 2020).
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tween the two: Sigmund Freud, Moses and Monotheism, trans. J. 
Stra- chey, Penguin Freud Library, vol. 13 (London: Penguin, 1991), 
312–313; Cathy Gere, The Tomb of Agamemnon: Mycenae and the 
Search for a Hero (London: Profile, 2006), 135–137; Nicoletta Mo-
migliano, ‘Introduc- tion: Cretomania—Desiring the Minoan Past 
in the Present’, in Mo- migliano and Farnoux, Cretomania, 1–14 
(see 3, and chaps. 5 and 8 in that volume). No historical matriarchy: 
Younger and Rehak, ‘Minoan Culture’, 182.

46.	Barry Strauss, The Trojan War: A New History (New York: Simon & 
Schuster, 2006), 7; Latacz, Troy, 283–287. For a useful summary, see 
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Naoíse Mac Sweeney, Troy: Myth, City, Icon (London: Bloomsbury 
Aca- demic, 2018), 32–35.

47.	For the archaeology of Troy, see Mac Sweeney, Troy, 49–60. ‘Tra- di-
tional’ date: Lowell Edmunds, ‘Myth in Homer’, in A New Companion 
to Homer, ed. Ian Morris and Barry Powell (Leiden and New York: 
Brill, 2011), 415–441 (see 434); Bennet, ‘Linear B’, 196.

48.	Bennet, ‘Linear B’, 221–222.
49.	See, for example, Od. 14.233–241; Hesiod, Works and Days 155–175.

2. „Homerov svet, ne naš“
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An- thony Snodgrass, The Dark Age of Greece: An Archaeological 
Survey of the Eleventh to the Eighth Centuries (Edinburgh: Edinburgh 
University Press, 1971), 2.

2.	 Southwestern Peloponnese: Pia de Fidio, ‘Mycenaean History’, in A 
Companion to Linear B: Mycenaean Greek Texts and Their World, 
ed. Yves Duhoux and Anna Morpurgo-Davies [hereafter: CLB ], 3 
vols. (Louvain-la-Neuve, Belgium: Peeters, 2008, 2011, 2014), 1.81–
114 (see 103); see also Louise Schofield, The Mycenaeans (London: 
The British Museum Press, 2007), 170–185; Snodgrass, Dark Age, 
364–367; Jona- than Hall, A History of the Archaic Greek World, ca. 
1200–479 BCE, rev. ed. (Medford, MA, and Oxford: Wiley Blackwell, 
2014), 60–62.

3.	 Ian Morris, ‘Early Iron Age Greece’, in The Cambridge Economic 
History of the Greco-Roman World, ed. Walter Scheidel, Ian Morris, 
and Richard Saller (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2007), 
211–241 (see 217); Lesley Fitton, Minoans (London: British Muse-
um, 2002), 196.

4.	 Athens: Robin Osborne, Greece in the Making, 1200–479  BCE (Lon-
don: Routledge, 1996), 47–48. Lefkandi: Osborne, Greece, 41–43; Ian 
Morris, ‘Homer and the Iron Age’, in A New Companion to Homer, 
ed. Ian Morris and Barry Powell (Leiden and New York: Brill, 2011), 
535–559 (see 543–544); Morris, Archaeology, 218–221, 228–238; 
Hall, History, 62–63. Absence of exports from Lefkandi: Osborne, 
Greece, 43.

5.	 Morris, Archaeology, 198–201, 208–209; Morris, ‘Early Iron Age’, 234.
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6.	 Geoffrey Horrocks, Greek: A History of the Language and Its Speak- 
ers, 2nd ed. (Medford, MA, and Oxford: Wiley Blackwell, 2014), 
13–24; Hall, History, 44–56. For the suggestion, adopted here, that 
the dialects developed in situ after the Mycenaean collapse, see Oli-
ver Dickinson, The Aegean from Bronze Age to Iron Age (London: 
Routledge, 2006), 54, and, more theoretically, Jonathan Hall, Ethnic 
Identity in Greek Antiq- uity (Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press, 1997), 153–170.

7.	 Susan Sherratt, ‘Visible Writing: Questions of Script and Identity in 
Early Iron Age Greece and Cyprus’, Oxford Journal of Archaeology 
22, no. 3 (2003): 225–242 (see 225, 237).

8.	 Barry Powell, ‘Homer and Writing’, in Morris and Powell, New 
Companion, 3–32 (see 4–18); Osborne, Greece, 107–112; Hall, His-
tory, 56–59; James Whitley, The Archaeology of Ancient Greece (Cam-
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9.	 See further the comparative tables in Osborne, Greece, 110–111 and 
Powell, ‘Homer’, 15. On the uniqueness of the invention, see Powell, 
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10.	This paragraph substantially follows Richard Janko, ‘From Gabii and 
Gordion to Eretria and Methone: The Rise of the Greek Alphabet’, 
Bulletin of the Institute for Classical Studies 58, no. 1 (2015): 1–32.

11.	Sherratt, ‘Visible Writing’, 228. For the ‘Cup of Philion’, see Janko, 
‘Gabii’, 3–6. ‘Nestor’s Cup’: Powell, ‘Homer’, 23 (quoted, my transla- 
tion); Osborne, Greece, 116–118.

12.	Barry Powell, Homer and the Origin of the Greek Alphabet (Cam-
bridge: Cambridge University Press, 1991), 119–186; Powell, ‘Homer’, 
22–25. Words and images: John Bennet, ‘Linear B and Homer’, CLB 
3.187–233 (see 219). Quoted: translator’s introduction, in Hesiod, 
Works and Days, trans. A. E. Stallings (London: Penguin 2018), xxiv.

13.	Janko, ‘Gabii’, 24–25, which slightly updates Richard Janko, Homer, 
Hesiod and the Hymns: Diachronic Development in Epic Diction 
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1982).

14.	For the Iliad, see Joachim Latacz, Troy and Homer: Towards a Solu- 
tion of an Old Mystery (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2004), 
187– 192; for the Odyssey: Od. 1.91, 106, 133 (suitors, introduced at 
1.245); 1.68–70 (Cyclops); 8.448 (Circe).

15.	Richard Martin, ‘Introduction to Richmond Lattimore’s Iliad ’, in 
The Iliad of Homer, trans. Richard Lattimore (Chicago: University 
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of Chicago Press, 2011 [translation first published 1951]), 43; Powell, 
Ho- mer and the Origin, 229.

16.	See, for example, the proposals of Powell, Homer and the Origin, 
221–237 and M. L. West, The Making of the Iliad: Disquisition and 
Ana- lytical Commentary (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2011).

17.	Horrocks, Greek, 44–49; Geoffrey Horrocks, ‘Homer’s Dialect’, in 
Morris and Powell, New Companion, 193–217 (on Mycenaean ele-
ments, see 201–203); C. J. Ruijgh, ‘Mycenaean and Homeric Lan-
guage’, CLB 2.253–298.

18.	Martin West, ‘Homer’s Meter’, in Morris and Powell, New Com- 
panion, 218–237; Ruijgh, ‘Mycenaean’, 257–258; Bennet, ‘Linear B’, 
215.

19.	On the ‘epic cycle’, see, for example, Malcolm Willcock, ‘Neoanal- 
ysis’, in Morris and Powell, New Companion, 173–189 (see 175–176, 
184– 185). Ancient preference for the Iliad: Michael Haslam, ‘Ho-
meric Papyri and Transmission of the Text’, in the same volume, 
55–100 (see 56).

20.	Oliver Taplin, ‘Homer’, in The Oxford History of Greece and the Hel-
lenistic World, ed. John Boardman, Jasper Griffin, and Oswyn Mur- 
ray (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1991), 47–81 (see 47).

21.	Robert Lamberton, ‘Homer in Antiquity’, in Morris and Powell, New 
Companion, 33–54.

22.	Pantelis Michelakis and Maria Wyke, eds., The Ancient World in 
Silent Cinema (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2013).

23.	Il. 12.462–466, trans. Lattimore.
24.	C. P. Cavafy, The Collected Poems: Includes Parallel Greek Text, 

ed. Anthony Hirst, trans. Evangelos Sachperoglou (Oxford: Oxford 
Univer- sity Press, 2007), 36–39 (my translation).

25. Il. 5.304, 12.383, 12.449–462, 20.286. ‘Age of heroes’ (an expres- sion 
not used by Homer): Hesiod, Works and Days 155–175.

26.	Bennet, ‘Linear B’, 209.
27.	Warrior Vase: Il. 13.132; Schofield, Mycenaeans, 120–121 and plate 

68; Lefkandi: Il. 23.171–177 and Martin, ‘Introduction’, 36.
28.	Chariots: Frank Stubbings, ‘Arms and Armour’, in A Companion to 

Homer, ed. Alan Wace and Frank Stubbings (London: Macmillan, 
1962), 504–522 (see 521–522). Cremation: Dickinson, Aegean from 
Bronze Age, 73, 180–181, 188–189. Conclusion: see, for example, Ian 
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Morris, ‘The Use and Abuse of Homer’, Classical Antiquity 5, no. 1 
(1986): 81–138; E. S. Sherratt, ‘“Reading the Texts”: Archaeology and 
the Homeric Question’, Antiquity 64 (1990): 807–824.

29.	Il. 2.484–877 (2.485 and 487 quoted, trans. Lattimore).
30.	Trojan allies: Il. 2.816–877; see also 1.38 (Tenedos); 9.128–129 (Les-

bos); 21.141–143 and 154–158 (Paionia and River Axios). Olympus: 
Barbara Graziosi, Homer (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2016), 
49. See also (controversially), Latacz, Troy, 219–228.

31.	G. S. Kirk, The Iliad: A Commentary, Vol. 1: Books 1–4 (Cam- bridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 1985), 168–189, 237–240, 248– 249, 
262–263. For the most recent restatement of the argument that the 
origin of the ‘Catalogue’ is Mycenaean, see Latacz, Troy, 219–247. For 
a range of views and further reading, see Bennet, ‘Linear B’, 204, 205.

32.	Thuc. 1.3; Il. 2.683–684; Jonathan Hall, Hellenicity: Between Eth- nic-
ity and Culture (Chicago: Chicago University Press, 2002), 53–54.

33.	For the latter proposal, see E. S. Sherratt, ‘The Trojan War: His- tory 
or Bricolage?’ Bulletin of the Institute of Classical Studies 53 (2010): 
1–18; Naoíse Mac Sweeney, Troy: Myth, City, Icon (London: Blooms-
bury Academic, 2018), 35–36.

34.	David Konstan, ‘“To Hellenikon Ethnos”: Ethnicity and the Con- 
struction of Ancient Greek Identity’, in Ancient Perceptions of Greek 
Eth- nicity, ed. Irad Malkin (Washington, DC: Center for Hellenic 
Studies, 2001), 29–50 (see 31–32). Hector and fatherland: Il. 12.243, 
15.496– 497, 17.157, 24.500. On language and identity in the Iliad, 
see Il. 2.867 and Hall, Hellenicity, 111–113.

35.	Il. 1.493–611; Robert Parker, ‘Greek Religion’, in Griffin and Murray, 
Oxford History, 306–329 (see 306).

36.	Respectively, Il. 9.411–416 (and see also Sarpedon’s words at Il. 
12.322–328); Il. 22.106–110, 22.305–306, trans. Lattimore. ‘Genera- 
tions of leaves’: Il. 6.146–150, 21.464–466.

37.	Graziosi, Homer, 81–91.
38.	Od. 8.522–530, quoted from Homer, The Odyssey, trans. Emily Wil-

son (New York: W. W. Norton, 2018), and compare Il. 9.592–594.
39. Il. 11.670–760; Od. 21.17–33; Od. 24.357–360 (quoted), trans. Wilson.
40. Od. 9.252–256, trans. Wilson. The translator is unusually lenient 

towards this cannibal giant, see ‘Introduction’, 20–22. See also Od. 
1.182–186, 8.161–165, 14.288–300, 15.415–484, 20.382–383. Phoeni- 
cian traders, for once, get a good press at Od. 13.271–297.
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41. Od. 17.288–290, trans. Wilson; see also Il. 19.162–163.
42. Il.  9.186–194  (189  quoted,  trans.  Lattimore);  Od. 1.326–353, 

1.369–371,   8.44–108,   8.255–368,   8.470–539,   9.5–11, 17.519–521, 
22.330–377.

43.	Hesiod, Theogony 22–34; Hesiod, Theogony, Works and Days, trans. 
M. L. West (Oxford: Oxford University Press, The World’s Clas- sics, 
1988), 3. Compare Il. 1.1–7, 2.483–493, 2.761–762 and Od. 1.1–6.

44.	Hesiod, Works and Days: respectively, 727–728, 177–178, 188– 189, 
575, trans. Stallings.

45.	Anthony Snodgrass, Archaic Greece: The Age of Experiment (Lon- 
don: Dent, 1980), 20–24; Ian Morris, ‘Early Iron Age’, 211–241 (see 
236); see also Brian Lavelle, Archaic Greece: The Age of New Reckon-
ings (Medford, MA: Wiley Blackwell, 2020).
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1.	 Robin Osborne, Greece in the Making: 1200–479 BCE (London: 
Routledge, 1996), 121–125, 197–200.

2.	 Plato, Phaedo 109b (my translation).
3.	 Osborne, Greece, 122, 179–180 (Spartan colonies); 129 (‘every other 

year’).
4.	 Jonathan Hall, A History of the Archaic Greek World, ca. 1200– 479 

BCE, 2nd ed. (Medford, MA, and Oxford: Wiley Blackwell, 2014), 
97–100; Irad Malkin, A Small Greek World: Networks in the Ancient 
Mediterranean (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2011), 162–164.

5.	 Malkin, Small Greek World, 4, 22, 158; Cyprian Broodbank, The 
Making of the Middle Sea: A History of the Mediterranean from the 
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& Hudson, 2013), 524–535.
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History of the Greco–Roman World, ed. Walter Scheidel, Ian Morris, 
and Richard Saller (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2007), 
211– 241 (see 241).
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8.	 Aristotle, Politics 3.5.13; Paul Cartledge, Democracy: A Life, 2nd ed. 

(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2018), 15, 37–38; Paul Cartledge, 
Thebes: The Forgotten City of Ancient Greece (New York: Abrams, 
2020), 66–67.
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State (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2006), 11.

10.	Aristotle, Politics 1.1.9 (Homer, Iliad, 9.63, trans. Lattimore).
11.	 ‘Law of the city of Dreros, 650–600 BCE’, in Charles Fornara, ed. 

and trans., Translated Documents of Greece and Rome, Vol. 1: Ar-
chaic Times to the End of the Peloponnesian War (Baltimore, MD: 
Johns Hop- kins University Press, 1977; 2nd ed., 1983), 13; James 
Whitley, ‘Literacy and Law-Making: The Case of Archaic Crete’, in 
Archaic Greece: New Approaches and New Evidence, ed. Nick Fisher 
and Hans van Wees (Lon- don: Duckworth, 1998), 317–331.

12.	Matthew Simonton, Classical Greek Oligarchy: A Political History 
(Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2017), 1, citing Pindar, 
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